DELVILLE WOOD MEMORIAL
LONGUEVAL, FRANCE
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The Transformation
of the Memorial and
the Museum

Black South Africans were not
allowed to take up arms during
the war and so did not fight
alengside the white South
Africans in Delville Wood. More
than 21,000 :

Africans, however, served as
labourers in France during the
war. While apartheid was still
in vigour, the important role of
the black troops was
overlooked by the South
African Government of the
time. And thus, the new South
African Government decided to
transform the site into a place
of remembrance that illustrates
and respects all aspects of the
nation's military history.

The transformation in
dates

30 June 2014: reburial of the
first South African Native
Labourer to have died during
the Great War. Previously
buried in a civilian cemetery in
Blaville near Le Havre, his
rernains have now been
reburied in the courtyard of the
Dehalle Waood Museum,
providing a strong message of
the nation's reconciliation and
restoring dignity to the black
South African servicemen.

12 July 2016&: For the
commemaorations of the
centenary of the Battle of
Delville Wood, a garden of
remembrance was unveiled in
rermembrance of 600 soldiers
who have no known grave. A
wall of remembranc as also
unveiled in commer tion of
the South African servicemen
of both the 1st South African
Infantry Brigade and the South
African Native Labour Corps
who died during the Great
War, The museum was also
updated at the time.

The museum's artefacts and
exhibitions concerning the
sinking of the 55 Mendi
were updated. This phase 3
will be launched in
February 2017, 100 years
after the tragedy.

Client Name: The South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA)
Duration: 4 months

NAKO ILISO was commissioned by Anix Consulting to perform the Civil, Structural and
Electrical Consulting Engineering Services for the alterations and additions to the Delville
Wood Memarial, located in Longueval, France.

Senior staff involved:

Hans Hartung - Project Director

Mari Kirsten - Project Leader

Roland Musembwa - Structural Engineer

Glynis Swigelaar - Senior Structures Draughtsperson
Micholas Gonglaves - Civil Engineer

Mathan Brookes - Senior Civils Draughtsperson
Werner Wiid - Electrical Engineer

ng, Mari Kirsten, Duane Fraser and Nathan Br

The NAKO ILISO work entailed the following:

Civil

= All earthworks related to the wall of remembrance
* Sub-soil and surface storm water drainage systems
* Paved wallkways

* Irrigation

Structural
* Reinforced concrete foundations and retaining walls
* Structural support frames for artwork in the musuem

Electrical
= All lighting requirements and power supply related to the wall of remembrance
= Refurbishment of existing electrical systems in the exhibition area.

About Delville Wood Memorial

Inaugurated on the 11 November 1986 by the President of the South African Republic, the
museum was built around the Cross of Sacrifice.The memorial commemorates the 25,000
South African volunteers, men and women of all races and religions who ¢ during the
two great wars (MWWI and WWII) and during the Korean War. Magnificent bronze bas-reliefs
tell the story of the battles in which the South African soldiers fought. One of themn, entitled
'the Sixth Day'illustrates the return of the soldiers after six days of fighting in the wood.

The bas-reliefs also illustrate the invelvement of the South African forces in the Second
World War and the Korean War (1950-1953).

highlight the role of all South Africans, black and
white, on the various theatres of battles.

Behind the museum stands a scar-covered
hornbeam, the sole survivor of the battle.,

The design of the museum was inspired by the
Castle of Good Hope, the first European
fortification erected in South Africa.

SOURCE: wwwe.somme-battlefields com/memorny-placefsouth-african-museum-and-memonal-longueval

CLICK HERE TO VIEW VIDEO

For more historic information www.delvillewood.com
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